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Registered Violent Perpetrators in the Western Part of Germany

Source: Grundlage: Pfeiffer/Delzer/Enzmann/Wetzels 1998



The Case of United States

(Source: Blumstein 2003)



The Case of United States

(Source: Blumstein 2003)



Homicidrates in Europe (without war times)







Structural Elements for the Analysis of Violence



Process of Violence



Sociological Approaches to explain Individual 
Violence

1. “Classical“ Sociological Etiological Approaches
1.1 Differential Association Theory (Sutherland etc.)
1.2 Strain Theory (Merton, Agnew etc.)
1.3 Subculture Theories
1.4 Differential Opportunity Theory
1.5 Social Disorganization Theory

2. Interactionist Approaches
2.1 Labeling Approach
2.2 Theory of Differential Social Control
2.3 Deviant Behavior for Defending One´s Self-Esteem

3. Control Theories
3.1 Hirschi´s Control Theory
3.2 Power-Control Theory
3.3 Utilitarian Theory
3.4 Self-Control Theory
3.5 Control Balance Theory

4. Life-Course Theory



Dimension of Integration Structural Integration
(=systemic integration on 

an individual basis)

Institutional Integration
(=communicative interaction)

Socio-emotional Integration
(=cultural and expressive
social interaction)

Agenda � Participation in 
material and cultural 
goods 

� Compromise between 
conflicting interests

� Establishing emotional 
relationships 

Criteria - access to partial 
systems (objective 
dimension)

- recognition 
(subjective 
dimension)

- opportunities and 
willingness to participate in 
processes of (political) 
decision-making

- adherence to basic 
principles (fairness, justice, 
solidarity)

- recognition of personal 
identity 

- acceptance of collective 
identities and symbols 

Form of Recognition Positional recognition moral recognition emotional recognition

Source: Anhut/Heitmeyer 2000

Dimension of Integration



Chances of Integration and Risks of Disintegration for 
Young People

Standard of Societal 
Development: Chances of 
Recognition

high low

stable

instable

Status of the State:
Quality of Control

(Non-war constellations/
Post-war constellations/
War-constellations)



Do we need an International Platform for 
Research on Violence?
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