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Promotion des Jeunes Défavorisés à travers des Initiatives Communautaire

Demobilization and Reintegration 
of Children and Young People 
in the East of the DR Congo
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Promotion des Jeunes Défavorisés à travers des Initiatives Communautaires

How can children - ready for 
violence - be integrated  in 
societies and how can we free 
these children from their readiness 
of violence?
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Promotion des Jeunes Défavorisés à travers des Initiatives Communautaires

On which kind of levels can integration be 
done?
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Promotion des Jeunes Défavorisés à travers des Initiatives Communautaires

How can they learn to live with their experience of 
violence?
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Promotion des Jeunes Défavorisés à travers des Initiatives Communautaires

Which cultural characteristics must be 
observed?
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Promotion des Jeunes Défavorisés à travers des Initiatives Communautaires

How can we avoid the reinforcement of existing 
conflicts by our action?
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Promotion des Jeunes Défavorisés à travers des Initiatives Communautaires

République
Démocratique
Du Congo

en Afrique
Équatoriale
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Appui aux Jeunes Défavorisés à travers des Initiatives Communautaires

Un pays avec
une dimension
77 x
la Belgique

avec 56.6 mio. habitants, 48.3% entre 0 et 14 ans



11.11.07     Seite 911.11.07 Page 9

Promotion des Jeunes Défavorisés à travers des Initiatives Communautaires

1996 invasion of troops from Rwanda and Uganda together with L.D. Kabila; 
recruitments of child-soldiers in Rwanda, Burundi, Uganda, Congo …

1997 invasion in Kinshasa; L.D Kabila President; death of Mobuto

1998 L.D. Kabila gives notice to foreign troops to return home; troops set in the 
east; fights against resistance of the Maï-Maï; recruitments of thousands of child-
soldiers

1999 UN starts its mission in DR Congo

2001 L.D Kabila killed; Joseph Kabila follows;  slow reduction of fights

more than 4 mio people killed ( “ 3. World War ») 
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Appui aux Jeunes Défavorisés à travers des Initiatives Communautaires

LA PROVINCE

Superficie : 132.250 km2, 
4 x la Belgique
1.802.913 habitants en 2004, 
soit ( 14 hab./km2)
Entourée de 5 provinces
Région enclavée
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Appui aux Jeunes Défavorisés à travers des Initiatives Communautaires

Aim of the project

Reintegration of ex-child-soldiers and 
disadvantaged young people between 12 

an 17 years
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Appui aux Jeunes Défavorisés à travers des Initiatives Communautaires

The project components

Initiation of professional life
Non-formelle education
Psycho social promotion
Promotion of community initiatives

Promotion of life-skills
Reconciliation 
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Appui aux Jeunes Défavorisés à travers des Initiatives Communautaires

Results (after 2 years) done actual
economic reintegration  2.890 800

primary education 500 
1.500

social reintegration 80 
150

HIV/AIDS campaign 12.400 ( six months)

girls and young women 35.1%
« child soldiers » 54.3 %



11.11.07     Seite 1411.11.07 Page 14

Appui aux Jeunes Défavorisés à travers des Initiatives Communautaires

reintegration in societies 
is a proven remedy
before potential
and after collective
violence
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Appui aux Jeunes Défavorisés à travers des Initiatives Communautaires

alphabetization 
campaigns 
and reconstructed
basis education are
basic components
for reintegration
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Appui aux Jeunes Défavorisés à travers des Initiatives Communautaires

economic reintegration based on education is 
mostly the final activity to turn away from 
violence
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Appui aux Jeunes Défavorisés à travers des Initiatives Communautaires

in poor post-conflict countries psychosocial 
stability demands first of all social work 
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Appui aux Jeunes Défavorisés à travers des Initiatives Communautaires

Knowledge of own history
helps to understand that
life conditions are results
of different facts even 
independently of the
life of the young people
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Appui aux Jeunes Défavorisés à travers des Initiatives Communautaires

A deep occupation with the role of women in the 
own society might effect a prevention of special 
readiness for violence of men against women 
(as a result of experience with violence)
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Appui aux Jeunes Défavorisés à travers des Initiatives Communautaires

The ability to be involved 
in techniques of computers
and internet even 
living in an isolated 
an poor country opens 
view to other worlds



11.11.07     Seite 2111.11.07 Page 21

Appui aux Jeunes Défavorisés à travers des Initiatives Communautaires

Reconciliation as a follow-up of preoccupations 
with experienced violence and conflicts must be 
realized in time
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Appui aux Jeunes Défavorisés à travers des Initiatives Communautaires

LESSONS LEARNT

A successful social reintegration of ex child-

soldiers can be done only by mixing them with

other victims
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Appui aux Jeunes Défavorisés à travers des Initiatives Communautaires

LESSONS LEARNT

Each step of reconciliation is dependent of a

particular time and many of these times are

choosen wrong
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Appui aux Jeunes Défavorisés à travers des Initiatives Communautaires

LESSONS LEARNT

There is less aggression of ex child soldiers than

inner regression
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Appui aux Jeunes Défavorisés à travers des Initiatives Communautaires

LESSONS LEARNT

psychosocial promotion can be successful only 

as a long term component  
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Appui aux Jeunes Défavorisés à travers des Initiatives Communautaires

LESSONS LEARNT
European and North American matrixes for a so
called « trauma treatment » do not work in Africa.

They have to be linked to traditional healing,
even if we do not find an approach to understand 

it detailed 
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Appui aux Jeunes Défavorisés à travers des Initiatives Communautaires

LESSONS LEARNT

Momentary quality education is  an

ignored  instrument for an effective prevention of 

violence
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Appui aux Jeunes Défavorisés à travers des Initiatives Communautaires

LESSONS LEARNT

Sustainable developments of economies should

be started  at the earliest moment after collective

violence and should be developed quickly out of

a social economic program
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Appui aux Jeunes Défavorisés à travers des Initiatives Communautaires
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